
Kaleo Origins Class Description 2018 (Sep-Nov)

Origins: A Gospel Formed Family of Priests on Mission 

Course Description 
The Table’s Foundational & Introductory course for understanding the Bible, Church and what it 
means to be Human. This series aims to increase our awareness of the universal presence of 
stories that form and shape our very identities and to grow in our awareness of the presence 
and power of God’s Story as told in the pages of the Bible. Where do these stories intersect 
and where do they collide? And how do we move God’s Big story from our heads to impact 
both our hearts and our hands and then our neighbours and our city? 


This course seeks to divide its time into equal parts teaching and discussion/reflection. The 
course outline is divided into 3 triads exploring the themes of:


Origins: Forming stories that give us our sense of identity and purpose and explain the good, 
the bad and the ugly of life as we know it


Heroes: Real life answers to the questions and challenges presented in the Origin Story


Storytellers: Engaging the Origin Story & Hero in our everyday lives. This last one focuses on 
lifestyle and habits that take the Story seriously and seeks to invite the Story to 
transform us even as we become good storytellers


Week 1 Intro: A Story about Stories 
Stories are EVERYWHERE and stories are powerful to shape our 
very identities and subvert our deepest held convictions. So what 
stories are we listening to? Which ones do we buy into without 
even being aware of the telling? And what possible relevance 
could the Story of the Bible have for any of this today? 


GOSPEL FORMED…

Week 2 Origins: Seeds, Trees and the Beginning of Everything 
The Bible tells the Origin Story for the human race. You may be 
surprised to see yourself in Genesis 2 & 3. Far from being a 
primitive story about the beginnings of the cosmos, Genesis 
reveals the secrets of the divine-human relationship, our capacity 
to hide from the truth, and a clue to finding our souls’ deepest 
longings.


Week 3 Heroes: Ancient and Modern 
The human spirit is desperate to recover a lost security and 
significance. Answers are found in everything from tall towers and 
big cities to wandering prophets and radical visionaries. Jesus, for 
his part, makes a claim to the throne. 
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Week 4 Storytellers: Knowing and Living the Story (You were MADE for 
This!) 
So what? Its one thing to know the story, quite another to live into 
it. How do we begin to connect the Origin Stories & Hero of the 
Bible to our own lives here and now? What are some implications 
for you, your community and this city? How do we identify and 
expose some of the false stories we’ve bought into? And what 
does it look like to fulfill our Original Purpose today?


A Gospel Formed FAMILY…

Week 5 Origins: A Wealthy Family 
Where did the idea of the Family come from? Did God make it up? 
But what does God know about family? Did He create us because 
He was lonely or bored? The Bible’s answers to some of these 
questions may surprise!

Week 6 Heroes: The Spendthrift God 
Many of us have mixed experiences when it comes to our families 
of origin. Same goes for many of us and our church experience. 
What does the Bible have to say about the family, both biological 
and spiritual, and what is its answers to the darkness many of us 
have faced in these experiences of families?


Week 7 Storytellers: Sharing Our Wealth with Others 
What are the practices and symbols of being part of God’s New 
Family in the Church? How does The Table structure itself to make 
these connections a part of the habits of a regular Table goer? 
What can you do to live more fully into God’s New Family?


A Gospel Formed Family of PRIESTS ON MISSION

Week 8 Origins: The Temple & The Image 
Genesis reveals God’s original intentions for creation & humanity. 
While the implications of this are often overlooked, it is essential 
for understanding the rest of the Bible and our role within creation.


Week 9 Heroes: The Mission & The Spirit 
Our original purpose was clearly outlined in the creation story of 
Genesis. The New Testament was very aware of this and shows 
how this original purpose is restored to us and what we are to do 
about it!
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Highly Recommended Reading 
The Bible 
How to Read the Bible for All its Worth - Fee & Stuart


Recommended Reading 
The Universe Next Door - James Sire 
Seriously Dangerous Religion - Iain Provan 
The Epic of Eden - Sandra Richter 
Knowing Jesus Through the Old Testament - Christopher J.H. Wright 
The Incomparable Christ - John Stott 
How to Read the Bible Book by Book - Fee & Stuart 

Week 10 Storytellers: Love God & Bless Neighbours  
Being a Jesus follower means living on radical mission. What does 
this look like in your neighbourhood? What does it look like in 
Victoria? We’ll wrap up our time together exploring implications 
and practices of Life on Radical Mission.



